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KANT’S ETHICAL WORKS. 


iiidiviiliial ritizen, are particular and transitoiy in relation to the 
spirit Ilf man For that spint, which gives them their ethical 
value, can take it away without ceasing to find organs for its 
luamfustatioii in the world Here, therefore, in the case even 
of this alwtraet and negative philosophy, we may see that the 
mond ideal has no meaning except as it expresses, not only 
" the spirit of the years to come yearning to mix itself with 
life,” but also the spirit which is already mixmg itself with 
life, anil whieli only as it does so mix, can be present to the 
conieiousness of men as their moral ideal. 

This point, however, will reiiuire to be considered further in 
cuniie-xion with Kant’s views of rehgion and of the Summum 
Bomtm. It IS here referred to only to show at once the truth 
and the imperfection of Kant’s account of the moral conscious- 
ness, even in the highest formula for it which he reaches. 

But the moral consciousness, as the consciousness of reason 
determining itself, or supplying its own motive, is the con- 
sciousness of freedom and we have now to consider how far 
Kant has solved the difficulties involved in that conception. 
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